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LOCAL ROOM TAX ORDINANCE

ORDINANCE NO._(S5 4 - 2
AN OROINANCE FOR COLLECTION OF TAX ON OVERNIGHT LODGING

WHEREAS, Section 66.0615 provides that a municipality may adopt a resolution
imposing a tax on the privilage of furnishing at retail, rooms or lndging to transients by
hotalkeapers, motel operators and other persons furnishing accommodations that are
available to the public; and,

WHEREAS, if a tax is imposed under this statute, the municipality must spend at least
70% of the room tax collected on the promotion and development of tourism, as defined
i Section 66.0615 (e) , and that the remaining amount may be devoted to the
runicipality a general funds; and,

WHEREAS, the {Town/Cily/Village) has researched the issue of imptermenting a room
tax and has determined that the collection of such a tax would benefil the
{Town/City/Village) in its efforts to attract over night travelers angaged in business,
educational or recreational activities. w0

NOW THEREFORE, the {Town/City/Village) of _ /@) hereby enacts the
following ordinance to be located at Section of its Code, and which shall, by its
enactment, rescind any and all previous ordinances that provide for room taxation:

Sec. [10-100.] Definitlons and election to participate.
inthis chapter, the following shall apply:

"Gross revenues” has the meaning as defined in WIS, STAT 76.48 (d), insofar as
applicabie: "Gross receipts” means total revenus received from the retail furnishing of
rooms, lodging, or similar accommodations by a hotel or motel as defined haerein.

“Hotel or Motel” means a building or 2 group of buildings in which the public may obtain
accommadations for a consideration, including, without limitation, such establishments
as inns, motels, tourist homes, tourist houses or courts, bed and breakfast
esteblishments, lodging houses, rooming houses, summer camps, aparimernts holels,
resort lodges and cabins, commercial indoor lodging facilities and any other building or
group of building in which accommodations are available 1o the public, except
accormodations rented for a continuous period of more than 30 consecutive days and
accornmedations furmnished by any hospitals, sanitariums or nursing homes or by
corporations or assoclations organized and operated exclusively for religious, charitabie
or educational purposes provided that no part of the net earmings of such corporations
and associations inures to the benefit of any private share holder or individual.

“Muriicipality” means the (Town/Bilisge ) of _#TE Sw S .

Wiscansin

“Payor” means the person or entity that owes the tax imposed by this ordinance.

"Room tax” mesns the tax imposed by this ordinancea.



“Touris” means any travel for recreational, business or educational purposes.

“Tourism Entity” means a nonprofil organization that came into existence before January
1, 1692, and provides staff, development or promotional services for the tourism industry
in & municipality.

“Cormmission” means an entity created by one or mere municipalities in a zone 10
coordinate lourism premotion and development for the zone.

“Transient” means any person residing for a continuous period of less than 30
sonsecutive days in a hotel, motel, or other furnished accommodations available to the
pubilic.

"Zone" shail have the meaning set forth in Section 66.0615(1)(h) and shall cover the
araga of all municipalities in Marquette County, Wisconsin that elect to be so included.
Far ihe purpoze of this ordinance the (Town/Siphlime) of _ &4

alacts to be included in this zone and hereby agrees that the entirely of this zone is
perceived to be a single destination by the traveling public,

The members of the zone and specifically the {Town/Sitypiditage) of MEggarnt
slect hereby to create a Commission, as defined in section 66.0615(1)(a), to coordinate
tourism promotion and development for the zone. Membership of the Cormimission shail
include at ieast one half of its members drawn from representatives of the Wisconsin
todging and tourism Industry and shall also be established in accord with section
66.0815(1m){c)2.

Sac. [10-101.] imposition of tax.

Purseant o WIS, STAT. 56.06185, a tax is hereby imposed on the privilege and services
of furnishings, at retail, of rooms or lodging to transients by hotel keepers, moie!
operators and other persons furnishing accommodations thet are available to the public.
irrespective of whether membership is required for the use of the accommodations, such
tax shall be at the rate of 4.5 percent of the gross receipts from such vetail furnishings of
rooms oF lodgings. {Such tax shall not be subject to the selective sales tax imposed by
WIS, STAT. 77.52 (2) (a) 1, and may not be imposed upon sales (o the federal
government and persons listed under WIS, GTAT. 77.54 (9a).]

Ses. [10-102.] Distribution of room taxes collected.
Upor receipt of the room taxes that are collected, the municipality shall distribute 75% of

rocm taxes to the Cormmission and shall retain 258% iin the municipality's generai fund.

TRACKING AND REPORTING ROOM TAX REVENUE EXPENDITURES:

The Tourism Entity shall track and measure the impact of all room tax revenue
axpenditures and shall permit and allow inspections of its records pertaining to the use
of the room tax funds upon request of the municipalities, at reasonable times. The
Tourism Entity shall report at least annually to the Commission the purposes for which
ihe room tax revenues it received wera spant and impact of such expenditures as stated
above, and the Commission in turn shall report back to the municipality the purposes for



which the room taxes revenues it received were spent. No room tax revenue may be
used to construct or develop a lodging facility. The Commission shall permit and aliow
inspections of its records pertaining to the use of the room tax funds upon request of the
municipality, at reasonable times, The Cormission shall permit and aflow inspections of
its recerds partaining to the use of the room funds upen request of the municipality, a
reasonable times,

Sec. [10-103.] Collection of tax.

The municipal treasurer shall administer the collection of the tax imposed by this article,
The tax imposed is due and payable on the last day of the month next succeeding the
calendar quarters for which imposed. A return shall be filed with the municipal treasurer,
by thase furnishing at retail such rooms and fodging, on or before the same date on
which the tax is due and payable. Such return shall show the gross receipts of the
preceding calendar quarters from such retail furmishings of rooms or lodging, the amount
of taxes imposed for such period, and other information as the municipal treasurer
desms necessary. Every person tequired to file such a quarterly return shall, with theis
first returns, elect to file an annual calendar or fiscal year return. Such annual refurn
shall be filed within 90 days of the close of each such calendar or fiscal year. The annual
return shall summarize the quarterly returns, reconcile and adjust for arrors in the
guarterly returns, and shall contain such additional information as the city treasurer
requires. Such annual returns shall be made on forms as prescribed by the municipal
treasurer. Al such retums shall be signed by the parson required to file a return or
his/her duly authorized agent, but need not be verified by cath. The municipal treasurer
may, for good cause, extend the time for filing any return, but in no event longer than
one month from the filing date. The correct amount of tax shall accompany each
quarterly tax return and be made payable to the municipality. Any unpaid tax imposed by
this article may, in addition to other penalties available herein, be deemed lo be an
assessment on any land owned by the payor inside the legal boundaries of the
imunicipatity.

Sec. [10-104.] Sale or conveyance of business

If any person liable for any amount of tax under this section sells out their business or
stock of goods or quits the business, their successors or assigns shall withnold sufficient
of the purchase price to cover such amount until the former owner produces a receipt
from the municipal treasurer that it has been paid or a certificate stating that no amourd
is dua. If [any] person subject to the tax imposad by this section fails to withhold such
amount of tax from the purchase price as required, they shall become personally liable
for payment of the amount required to be withheld by them to the extent of the price of
the accommodations valued in money.

Sec. 10-105.] Determination of tax by audit.

{a) The municipal treasurer may, by office audit, determine the tax required to be paid to
the municipality or the refund due to any person under this chapter. This determination
may be made upon the basis of the facts contained in the return being audited or on the
basis of any other information within the municipal treasurer's possession. Ona or more
such office audit determinations may be made of the amount due for anyone or for mora
than one period.

L8]



() Thae municipal treasurer may, by field audit, determine the {ax required 1o be paid to
e mrunicipality or the refund dug to any person under this chapier. The delermination
may be made upon the basie of the facts contained in the return baing acdited or upon
any other information within the municipal reasurer's possession. Whenever the
municipal treasurer has probabla cause to believe that the correct amount of rocer tax
has not been assessad or that the ax return is not cotract, the municipal reasurer is
authorbzed to examing and inspeat the books, records, mamoranda, and propenty of any
peraon in order to verliy the ax lability of that person or of another person. Nothing
harais shall pravent the municipal reasurst from making a determination of tax al any
fimnes.

Sec. 1M0-1086.1 Fallure to file return.

If any persen falls to file a refure by this chapler, the municipal treasurer shall make an
sstirmate of the amount of the gross receipts under subsection [10-104(b).] Such
astimate shall be made for the period for which such person failed to make a return and
shall be based upon any information, which is in the municipal treaswer's possession or
roay come into histher pussassion, On the basis of this estimate, the municipal treasurer
shahl cormpete and determing the amount required to be paid to the municipality adding
i the sum thus arived at, a penalty equal to ten percent theresf. Cne or more such
detenminations may be made for one or more than one period.

Sec. {10-107.] Forfeiture relating to returns not flisd timely.

& forfeiturs of 25 percent of the tax imposed for the previous year or $1,000.00
whichevar is less, is heraby established and is dus and owing in the event that the room
tax is not paid within 30 days after the due date of the returmn. In addition to this forfeiture,
all unpaid taxes under this section shall bear interest at the rate of 12 percent per annum
from the due daie of the refurn until the tirst day of the month following the month in
which the lex is pald or deposited with the municipal treasurer. All refunded taxes shalt
Dear irevast gt 12 percent per annum from the dus date of the return untii the first day of
the motith following the mordh in which sald taxes are refunded. An extension of time
within which to file a return shall not operate 1o extend the due dats of the return for
aurposes of interest computation. if the municipal treasurer determines that any
overpayment of tax has been made Intentionally or by reason of carslessness or neglect,
or if the tax which was not accompanied by a complete return, it shall not allow any
interest tharaon.

Sec. [10-108.] Dalinguent tax returng

Delinguent tax returns shall be subject to a $26.00 late filing fee, The tax imposed by this
article shall become delinqueant if not paid by the due date of the returm.

Sec. [15-109.1 Flling of fraudulant returns,

i & pareon files a false or fraudulent return with the intent in either case to defeat or
evads the tax imposed by this arlicle, a panaity of 50 percent shall be added to the tax
raquired to be pald exclusive of interest and other panalties,

Sec. [10-110.1 Posting of security as requested by municipal treasurer.



i urder to protest the reverue of the municipalily, the municipal treasurer may reguiie
any eerson liabie for the tax iImposed by this chapter 1o place with hita or har such
security, not in axcess of $5,000.00 as the municipal treasurer determings, If any tax
payer is delinguent in the payment of taxes iimposed by this articls, the municipa
treaswer may, upon 10 days nolice, recover the taxes, inferest and penalties from the
security placed with the rounicipal treasurar by such taxpayer. No interest shall be paid
or sllowed by the municipality to any person for the deposit of such sgcurity.

Bec. 110-111.} Record Kesping requirements.

Every persen Bable for the tax imposed by this chapter shall keep or cause 1o be kept
such records, receipts, involces and other perinent papars in such forrm as the municipal
beasuwrer requires.

Sec. [10-112.) Confidentlality of tax returns.

Adi tax returns, schaedules, axhibits, writings and audit reports relating to such returns, on
file with the municipal treasurer, shall be deemed to be confidential, The municipal
treasurer may only divuige the information contained therein (0 the following persons:

the person who filed the relurn; the officers, emplovees, or agents of the munigipal
ireasurer; other persons for use in the discharge of their duties as imposed by law orin
the discharge of the duties of their office (uniess otherwise prohibited by taw); or by an
oftder of a court. No person in the administration of this saction shall disclose the
business affairs, operations or information: obtained through an investigation of records
fror anyone upen whorm a tax is imposed by this erdinance. Neither shall the amount or
source of income, profits, losses, expenditures nor any part theraof, that is set forth or
disclosed in any return ba further disclosed. No such administrator shalt permit any
return or copy thargof lo be seen nor exarined by any person, except as provided in this
section or by ary subsequenl ordinances or resolutions adopted by the rmunicipality
partaining to the confidentislity of tha Information described in this section. Persons that
violate this section may be required 1o forfelt not iess than $100.00 or more than $500 00
for sach such act commitied.

Sec. [10113.] Fenaltias

Any person who is subject to the tax imposed by this chapter who tails or refusas ©
permit the inspection of records by the municipal freasurer affer such Inspection has
been duly requested by the municipal treasurer, or who fails to file g return as provided
in this articls, or who fails to post security requested by the municipal treasurer or who
vinlates any other provisions of this section, shail be subject {o a forfeiture not {o excesd
$250.00 for sach day, or portion thereof, that such violation continues, Each day is
hereby deemed (o constitute a separate offense, The total forfeiture imposed shall not
excaed five parcent of the tax iImposad by this chapter upon said person.

Sec. [10-114.] Exemplions.

For the: tax year 2004, any persoh or business otherwise required o fiie a relurn and
make payment to the municipality under this article will be allowed an sxemption from
the requirement to collect and pay room tax for any signed contract dated pricr to
adoption of this articie in which the contract guarantees the lodging rates. This
sxamplion will expire on January 1, 20045,



the effective date of this agreeraent shall be the date Upon wiuch the last ligreg
RGN wahw SG sers

it s anticipated that froin time o ume, the aren that the vublic perceived 1o be g gingle
destination wiil change, avd addivicnal municipalities will repopiize that they have
dezome part of ';;hat Beographic area, thersfore, it s aotwipated that additonal
rmmiﬁ";" alities may join thig Agreement in the future, by muynsal agregment of al
musicipalithe s th sen mvul sed.
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HHiecuive date of this ordinance shall be: f &_é,hlg 4@375}
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